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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  &  Members  of  the  Leominster  Borough  Council 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  -the  Annual  Report  for  1954* 
which  has  been  prepared,  jointly,  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
myself. 

The  health  of  the  community  remained  good  and  there  were  no 
outbreaks  of  notifiable  diseases  in  spite  of  the  cold  and  wet 
summer  and  autumn,  and  'che  poor  housing  conditions  under  which  so 
many  of  our  people  continued  to  live. 

Year  after  year  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I  feel  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  emphasise  in  annual  reports,  as  in  Committee,  the 
serious  housing  problem  with  which  Leominster  Borough  is  faced. 
Though  we  recognise  that  you,  Mrs.  Peatt  and  the  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  are  deeply  concerned  at  the  situation,  it  cannot  be 
gainsaid  that  the  size  of  the  waiting  list  and  the  extent  of  the 
unhappiness  occasioned  by  the  lack  of  a  suitable  place  in  which 
to  live,  makes  the  provision  of  new  homos  our  most  pressing 
social  problem. 

The  most  urgent  cases  in  the  Borough  will,  it  is  expected, 
be  provided  for  in  the  New  Year  when  the  thirty-nine  houses  and 
twelve  flats,  now  under  construction,  are  available,  but  very 
many  people,  who  are  genuinely  in  need  of  a  new  house,  have  no 
prospect  of  being  allocated  one  for  years  yet. 

In  view  of  the  limited  labour  resources  available  for  the 
building  tirade  in  our  area,  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I  feel 
that  unless  a  contract  of  substantial  size  is  placed  with  one  of 
the  major  building  contractors  in  Britain,  many  years  will  pass 
before  we  can  expect  to  cope  with  all  the  genuine  cases  on  our 
current  waiting  list;  and,  particularly,  because  some  of  the 
houses  that  we  build  in  coming  years  are  to  be  earmarked  for  re¬ 
housing  persons  from  condemned  property  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954* 
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This  Act  requires  the  Council  to  prepare  a  programme  for  the 
replacement  of  property  in  the  district  that  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  to  state  the  numbers  of  such  houses  that  we  expect 
to  be  able  to  deal  with  each  year.  It  will  be  appreciated  that 
by  this  Act  our  immediate  problem  is  substantially  increased 
because  we  are  no  longer  able  to  defer  taking  concrete  action  in 
our  scheduled  clearance  areas,  as  it  was  thought  we  should  be 
able  to  do,  until  our  waiting  list  for  new  houses  had  been 
substantially  reduced.  Faced  as  we  are  with  a  housing  problem 
that  has  been  increased  in  size  and  complexity  by  the  1954  Housing 
Act  and  by  the  high  rents  for  new  houses  which  are  beyond  the 
means  of  some  of  the  needy,  poorer  families,  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  I  feel  that  the  Council  have  a  very  strong  case  for 
appealing  to  the  Minister  for  authority  to  embark  upon  a  really 
large  building  programme,  and  for  consideration  to  be  given  to 
the  introduction  of  a  scheme  for  differential  rents. 

With  the  termination  of  meat  rationing  in  July  1954>  control 
of  the  Borough  Abattoir  was  relinquished  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
and  restored  to  the  Council.  In  view  of  the  Government ' s  declared 
policy  of  introducing  moderate  concentration  of  slaughtering 
facilities  and  the  assumption  (which  is  recognised  to  be  soundly 
based)  that  the  implementation  of  that  policy  would  not  permit 
of  an  abattoir  being  retained  in  Leominster,  the  Council  had 
virtually  no  alternative  but  to  permit  slaughtering  to  continue, 
without  effecting  the  major  and  costly  improvements  and  modifi¬ 
cations  to  the  abattoir  which  are  required  to  bring  it  reasonably 
up  to  date.  Arrangements  were  therefore  made  with  representatives 
of  the  local  butchers  so  that  the  supply  of  meat  for  the  public 
could  continue  without  interruption. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I  have  pleasure  in  acknowledging 
our  indebtedness  to  the  Chairman  (Councillor  Mrs.  P.P.  Peattj 
and  to  the  Members  of  the  Committee,  for  the  encouragement  that 
has  been  given  to  us  throughout  the  year. 


I.F.  MACKENZIE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Public  Health  Office  :  4,  Church  Street,  Leominster 
Telephone  No.  Leominster  2595* 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954)  according) 


8,728 

6,130 


to  the  Rate  Books) 


1,865 


Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


. .  £40,472 
£167 
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EXTRACT  FROM 

THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 

OF  THE  YEAR. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  3IRTHS 

(Legitimate) 

101 

54 

47 

f Illegitimate) 

2 

1 

1 

Total 

103 

55 

48 

STILL  BIRTHS 

(Legitimate) 

3 

3 

- 

DEATHS 

.  .  .  .  .  . 

89 

54 

35 

DEATHS  FROM 

puerperal  causes 

Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR  OF  AGE 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

Nil 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES ,  1954. 


Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population  ..  16.8 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  .  .  ..  15. 2 

Still  3irth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  .  .  28.3 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  . .  ..  ..  24. 0 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  ..  14*5 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  ..  11. 3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  related  live  births)  ..  Nil 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  25.5 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
CLINICS 


Under  the  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  schemes 
the  following  clinic  facilities  are  available  to  residents  in  the 
district 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Minor  Ailments  Clinic 
Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy  Clinic 
Child  Psychology 
Vaccination 
Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
Dental  Clinic 


Monday  and  Friday,  10  to  11  a.m. 
Tuesdays  (By  appointment) 
Wednesdays  (By  appointment) 
Thursdays  (By  appointment) 

1st.  Friday  of  each  month,  11  a.m. 
Fridays,  2  to  4  p.m. 

Fridays,  2  to  4  P*m* 


All  the  above  clinics  and  the  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Clinic, 
which  is  organised  on  a  voluntary  basis,  are  held  in  the  annexe 
at  the  Leominster  Cottage  Hospital. 

Children  are  referred  to  the  Ear  Nose  and  Throat,  Eye, 
Paediatric  and  Tuberculosis  Clinics  in  Hereford  as  and  when 
required. 
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SANITARY  GIRCUMgTANCSS  AND  INSPECTION . 
WATER. 


Chlorination  of  piped  water  was  continued  throughout  the 
year,  At  the  Waterworks  Pumping  Station  a  modern  type  Chlorination 
Plant  is  in  operation. 

PIPED  SUPPLIES  (P ubllc  Wa te r  Ma ins) 

(1)  The  piped  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several 
parts  has  in  general  been  satisfactory  (a)  in  quality 
(b)  in  quantity. 

( 2 )  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS : 

WATER  AFTER  CHLORINATION  -  Sixty-two  samples  taken 
of  which  fifty-eight  were  free  of  organisms  of 
faecal  origin. 

CHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS: 


(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


Two  samples  were  taken  both  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

No  plumbo- solvent  action  -  hard  water. 

ACTION  IN  RESPECT  OF  ANY  FORM  OF  CONTAMINATION  - 
Immediate  re-sampling.  All  re-samples  reported  upon 
as  satisfactory. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied 
from  Public  Water  Mains: - 


(a)  Direct  to  houses 

Approximate  population 


1,678  houses. 
5,500. 


(b)  By  means  of  standpipes 
Approximate  population 


36  houses. 
100. 


CHLORINATED  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Public  Water  Mains 

All  houses  in  the  Borough  Proper  have  piped  supplies  of 
chlorinated  water,  and  of  approximately  364  occupied  houses  in 
the  Out-parish  area  approximately  198  houses  are  supplied  with 
piped  chlorinated  water. 

SHALLOW  WELLS  or  SPRING  WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  approximate  number  of  houses  relying  on  spring  or  well 
water  is  as  follows: 

Out-parish  . .  . .  . .  l66 

Approximate  population  . .  500 
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REMARKS 


The  following  Out-parish  areas  are  not  provided  with  piped 
supplies: 


Brierley,  Elms  Green,  Stagbatch,  Aulden  and  Wintercott, 
Stretford  and  Hennor,  Wharton  and  Marl brook. 


WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  AND  SUBMITTED  FOR  ANALYSIS 


(a)  Piped  supplies  (House  taps,  Waterworks  Well, 
Midsummer  Meadow  Well  and  Western  Supply  Well)  64 

(b)  Wells  and  boreholes  and  springs  ..  ..  9 

(c)  Swimming  bath  (Bacteriological)  ..  ..  25 


DRAINAGE  and  SEWERAGE 

House  drains  and  other  buildings  (old  premises) 


Smoke,  Colour  and  Water  tests 
New  drains  laid 

Cleansed,  trapped  or  ventilated  . 
Inspection  chambers  built 
Septic  tanks  built  or  cleansed  . . 
Sinks  installed 

Additional  closets  and  conversions 
Baths  installed 


38 

63 

11 

16 

5 

29 

6 


BOROUGH  PROPER  -  Drainage  of  old  premises  is  in  the  main  poor, 
consisting  usually  of  unjointed  pipes,  devoid  of  inspection 
chambers  or  ventilation  shafts. 


No  BOROUGH  sewage  works  exists  and  sewerage  disposal  is  to 
an  open  ditch. 

OUT-PARISH  -  New  houses  drained  to  septic  tanks. 


Number  of  occupied  houses  drained  to  sewer: 

Borough  Proper  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,488 

Out-Parish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  67 

Number  of  houses  not  drained  to  sewer: 


Borough  Proper  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Out-Parish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  297 


RIVERS  and  STREAMS 

Flooding  involving  occupied  houses  liras  experienced  dijring 
the  month  of  November  in  the  Bridge  Street,  North  Road  and  Mill 
Street  areas. 


TENTS  and  CARAVANS 

Camping  does  not  exist  on  a  large  scale.  No  sites  registered. 

Caravans  removed  . .  . .  1 

Visits  . 13 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION,  REMOVAL,  DISPOSAL  and  TREATMENT 


(1)  COLLECTION  -  BOROUGH  PROPER 


Vehicular  collection  once 
per  week. 


OUT-PARISH 

DUSTBINS  RENEWED  . . 

(2)  DISPOSAL  of  REFUSE 

(3)  treatment  against  rodents 


Vehicular  collection  weekly 
or  fortnightly  according 
to  locality. 

78 

Tipping. 

Periodical  Baiting  and 
Poisoning. 


DISINFECTIONS  and  DISINFESTATIONS 

Premises  fumigated  or  disinfested 


8 


Mode  of  operation  -  Fumigators  and  liquid  spraying. 


PREVEMTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PEST S  ACT,  1949 . 

The  sewers  received  two  treatments  at  certain  manholes. 
Li'Gtle  evidence  of  rat  infestation  was  found  in  the  sewers.  The 
Public  Abattoir,  Sewage  Ditch  and  Refuse  Tip  received  periodic 
treatments. 

PUBLICITY  -  Number  of  window  displays  ..  1  (14  days). 

SEWERS : 

Number  of  manholes  treated  . .  17 

Number  of  treatments  . .  . .  2 

DWELLING-HOUSES,  FARMS,  BUSINESS  PREMISES  and  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY  PREMISES; 


Number 

treated 

against  rats 

•  • 

78 

Number 

treated 

against  mice 

•  • 

4 

Number 

of  re-treatments 

•  • 

24 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Number  on  Register  ..  ..  ..  ..  91 

Number  of  Inspections  .  . .  . .  .  .  39 

Number  of  written  notices  served  . .  . .  2 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

Found.  Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  1  - 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(Unsuitable  or  defective)  2 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION 


TABLE  SLOWING-  INSPECTIONS,  ETC.  CARRIED  OUT  DURING 
THE  YEAR  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  ACTION  TAKEN  AND  THE  RESULTS 


Inspections,  etc. 
under 

. Number 

Informal 

Notices 

served 

. . .  .  .  ...  . 

Statutory 

Notices 

served 



Notice 

compli 

with 

Housing  (1936)  Act 

56 

17 

3 

9 

Housing  (Public  Health  Acts) 

147 

47 

2 

27 

Accommodation  of  Housing 
Applicants  (Rooms  etc.) 

« 

;•  '  . 

_ 

— 

Factories 

39 

2 

- 

Dairies  .  .  ... 

39 

6 

- 

6 

milk  Samples 

40 

5 

- 

5 

Food  Premises,  Kitchens,  Vehicle 
and  Licensed  Premises 

8 

132 

2 

l 

Abattoir  .  .  .  .  .  ... 

936 

-  ■ 

- 

- 

Private  Slaughterhouse 

) 

_ 

1 

1 

Drains,  (Smoke,  Colour  and 

Water  Tests) 

3 

- 

_ 

... 

Water  Samples 

98 

2 

2 

Infectious  Diseases 

6 

• 

- 

■ 

Disinfections 

3 

- 

Rodent  Control 

401 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

22 

_ 

_ 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

20 

• 

“ 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (P.H.  Act) 

68 

14 

3 

9 

Pet  Animals  Act 

1 

- 

- 

Tents  and  Caravans 

13 

1 

- 

X 

Dirty  or  Verminous  Premises 

5 

• 

- 

Premises  fumigated 

5 

- 

_ 

- 

HOUSING 


(1)  The  total  number  of  applications  for  new  Council  houses  at 

31st  December,  1953  was  226.  .  At  the  31.st  December,  1954 
the  applications  totalled  -  315* 

(2)  The  number  of  houses  situate  in  Confirmed  Clearance  Areas 

prior  to  194°  and  still  standing  is  80  of  which  73  are 
occupied.  ... 

(3)  Number  of  applications  for  new  Council  houses  from  tenants 

of  Confirmed  Clearance  Areas  and  potential  Clearance 
Areas  -  51 >  made  up  as  follows: 

Confirmed  Clearance  Areas  .  .  12 

Potential  Clearance  Areas  . .  39 

(4)  Percentage  of  total  housing  applications  from  tenants  of 

Confirmed  Clearance  Areas  and  potential  Clearance  Areas: 


3.  8$ 
12.4# 


Confirmed  Clearance  Areas 
Potential  Clearance  Areas 


•  • 


-  8  - 


The  following  factors  may  account  for  the  minute  percentage 
from  (4)  above: 

(a)  Occupancy  of  worn-out  dwellings  having  rents  of  a 
few  shillings  per  week. 


(b)  The  wide  gulf  between  the  rents  of  the  new  and  old 

houses . 

(c)  Low  income  groups  and  aged  persons. 

(d)  Old  houses  conveniently  situated  and  the  tenants 

within  easy  reach  of  shops,  friends  and  usual 
haunts . 

The  problem  of  high  and  low  rents  is  not  easy  of  solution. 

A  further  difficulty  is  that  the  annual  new  house  building 
potential  is  so  small  in  comparison  with  the  number  of  sub-standard 


houses  and  the  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses. 

(5)  Number  of  Individual  Unfit  houses  subject  to 

demolition  Orders  occupied  at  December,  1954  -  5 

(6)  Number  of  houses  on  which' Improvement  Grants 

authorised  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  -  9 

(7)  Houses  improved  by  means  of  Grants  ..  ..  -2 

(8)  Parts  of  buildings  ceased  to  be  used  for 

human  habitation  (Closing  Order)  ..  ..  1 

(9)  Temporary  habitation  Certificates  authorised 

in  respect  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  . .  3 


(10)  Number  of  Clearance  Area  houses  demolished 


Pre-war  1939 

60 

Post-war  1939 

40 

Individual  Unfit  houses 

demolished 

Pre-war  1939 

9 

Post-war  1939 

10 

Total 

STATISTICS  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  ARTICLE  11  of  the 
HOUSING  CONSOLIDATED  REGULATIONS,  1925 • 

NUMBER  OF1  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR: 

(a)  Total  •»  ••  ••  ••  ••  *•  *•  • •  54 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  Housing  Acts:- 

( i)  by  Local  Authority-  . .  . .  . .  . .  . »  44 

(ii)  by  other  bodies  or  persons-  ....  .  t 

(c)  Without  State  Assistance :- 

(i)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  ..  ..  10 

(a)  Borough  ..  ..  2 

(b)  Out-parish  ..  8 
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ACTION  WITH  REGARD  TO  EXISTING-  HOUSES 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ..  95 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  203 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ••  ••  ••  •*  48 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  56 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 

a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  48 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  27 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices :- 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequenoe  of  Informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  . .  24 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Power  during  the  year;- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  11,  and  l6  of 

the  Housing  Act,  193&:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices:- 

(a)  By  owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  . .  . .  . .  2 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  - 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Seotion  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(l)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  on  which  under¬ 

takings  accepted  by  Local  Authority 

under  Section  11  . .  . .  . .  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

during  the  year,  on  which  undertakings 
previously  accepted  under  Section  11  3 

WESTFIELD  ESTATE  -  NEWLANDS  ROAD  (Private  Enterprise  Section) 

Two  houses  completed  and  occupied. 

WESTFIELD  ESTATE  (Council  Houses) 


The  Westfield  Estate  has  a  total  of  98  inhabited  post-war 
Council  houses,  all  of  traditional  type.  Houses  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year  -  44.  Further  development  is  proceeding 
with  traditional  type  houses  (39  houses). 

GATEWAY  LANE  ESTATE  (Coun oil  House s ) 

Twelve  flats  are  in  course  of  erection  in  Mortimer  Street.  . 

The  number  of  inhabited  Council  houses  on  the  Gateway  Lane 
Estate  is  now  208. 


The  present  housing  position,  based  on  Section  9  of  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  approximately  as  follows: 


CATEGORIES 

1 

2-4 

5 

Total 

Number  of  occupied  privately 
owned  premises  (houses,  flats 
or  rootns  over  shops) 

805 

297 

345 

1,447 

Number  of  Council  houses  occupied  4 28 

- 

5 

433 

Number  of  void  houses  not 
demolished 

- 

- 

15 

15 

1.233 

297 

365 

1,895 

Category  .  1  -  Satisfactory. 

11  2-4  -  Minor  defects,  structural  alteration  or 

improvements. 

11  5  -  Requiring  demolition  and  replacement. 

Approximately  50$  of  the  privately  owned  houses  have  no 
fixed  baths. 
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STATISTICS  RELATING-  TO  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Built 

Pre-1939 

Built 

Post-war 

1947-54 

Old 

Houses 

Acquired 

Total 

Caswell  Estate  * . 

93 

- 

- 

98 

G-ateway  Lane  Estate 

100 

108 

- 

208 

Westfield  Estate 

- 

98 

1 

99 

Cranes  Lane 

6 

- 

- 

6 

Rainbow  Street 

6 

- 

- 

6 

Bargates  &  Dishley  Street 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Out-Parish  Estate 

Hengrave  G-reen,  Ivington 

12 

12 

• 

210 

218 

5 

433 

SUMMARY 

Types  and  numbers  of  Council  houses 

Permanent  Prefabricated  -  Airey  type  . .  28 

"  M  -  Cornish  Unit  .  24 

Temporary  "  Bungalows  (10  year  type)  20 

Traditional  -  brick  -  ....  356 

Old  unfit  houses  -  ..  ..  5 

Total  . .  433 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 

(1)  Routine  inspection  of  dairies. 

(2)  Collection  of  samples  of  designated  and  non-designated 

milk  for  analysis. 

(a)  Examination  for  bacterial  cleanliness  and 
heat  treatment. 

(b)  Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  etc. 

(3)  The  major  portion  of  milk  supplies  retailed  in  the 

district  is  designated  milk  and  mainly  pasteurised. 

NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES ' TAKEN 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ..  ..  c‘  .  3 

Pasteurised  milk  .  .  .  . .  34 

Ordinary  Milk  . .  . .  . .  3 

Five  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  and  one  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  failed  to  conform  to  standards  laid  down.  Re- samples 
were  satisfactory.  All  biological  tests  on  milk  samples  were 
satisfactory.  Bottle  washing  plants  are  in  operation  at  two 
establishments. 


FOOD  PREMISES 


There  are  no  food  factories  in  the  area  other  than  retail 
shops,  bakehouses,  restaurants  and  hotel  kitchens. 

Routine  inspections  for  cleanliness  are  carried  out  from 
time  to  time  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  193 8,  and  Byelaws  made 
thereunder.  Informal  samples  of  pressed  meats  taken  for 
analysis  -  12. 

ICE  CREAM 

There  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturing  premises  in  operation 
in  the  district.  All  retail  premises  have  electric  continuous 
freezers  and  retail  pre-packed  ice  cream  only. 

Sampling 

Sampling  for  bacteriological  analysis  is  carried  out  from 
time  to  time. 

Number  of  samples  falling  into  Grade  1  (satisfactory)  17 
"  11  "  11  11  11  2  (satisfactory)  2 

11  "  11  11  "  "  3  (unsatisfactory)  1 

Total  samples  taken  20 


NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF FOOD  PREMISES 

TYPE  OF  PREMISE S  NUMBER  of  PREMISES 

(a)  GROCERS  (including  sale  of  fruit,  fish, 

vegetables,  game  and  pre-packed  ice  cream)  ..  34 


(b)  SWEETS  <4;  SUGAR  CONFECTIONERY 

(including  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream)  ..  10 

(c)  RESTAURANTS  do  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

(including  fish  and  chip  fryers,  sale 
of  pre-packed  ice-cream)  . .  . .  .  .  . .  12 

(d)  LICENSED  PREMISES  (Hotels,  Inns  and  Clubs)  ..  30 

(e)  BAKERS  &  CONFECTIONERS  8 

(f)  BUTCHERS . 10 

(g)  SCHOOL  CANTEENS . 3 

(h)  CORN  STORES  &  SHOPS  . . 4 

(i)  MOBILE  VEHICLES  (snacks)  2 

Total  113 


NUMBER  of  FOOD  PREMISES,  by  TYPE, 

REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  14  of  the 
FOOD  and  DRUGS  ACT, ~ 1938 

(J)  SALE  of  PRE-PACKED  ICE  CREAM 

Grocers  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Restaurants  and  catering  establishments  ..  7 

Sweets  and  sugar  confectionery  .  .  .  .  .  ,  0 

Confectioners  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Cinema  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Total  23 
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(k)  PREPARATION  OR  MANUFACTURE  OF 
SAUSAGES,  OR  POTTED,  PRESSED, 
PICKLED  OR  PRESERVED  FOOD. 

Butchers  * , 

•  ♦  •  • 

7 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

>  •  •  • 

3 

Fish  Fryers 

•  •  •  • 

2 

Total 

12 

Number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949  (excluding  farm  dairies) 

4 

Number  of  inspections  of  registered 

food  premises 

69 

FOOD 

LICENSED 

ITEMS 

PREMISES 

PREMISES 

Cellars  improved 

- 

5 

Automatic  flushing  apparatus  to 
sanitary  conveniences 

— 

2 

Improved  sanitary  accommodation 

- 

5 

Improved  washing  and  drainage  facilities 

- 

2 

Hot  water  heaters  installed 

- 

3 

Stainless  steel  sinks  installed  . . 

- 

1 

Premises  closed 

1 

I 

Kitchens  altered 

1 

— 

METHOD  OF  DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD 

(1)  Condemned,  meat  and  other  material  from  abattoir  -  after 

green  staining,  collection  by  private  buyer. 

(2)  Other  Foods  -  Incineration  or  buried. 

The  undernoted  foods  were  surrendered  during  the  year 

Canned  Meats,  29  tins;  Canned  Meats  (loose)  lbs; 

Fruit,  133  tins;  Fruit,  177  lbs,  65  pkts;  Vegetables 
27  tins;  Fish  39  tins;  Jam  2  tins;  Milk  23  tins; 

Cheese  0  lbs,  19  pkts;  Sauce  3  tins;  Sausages  9°  lbs; 
Bacon/Ham  49  lbs;  Imported  Beef  364  lbs;  Cream  1  tin; 
Cereal  20  lbs;  Cooked  Meats  13  lbs;  Pickled  Meats 
12  lbs;  English  Beef  84  lbs;  Soup  2  tins;  Fish  Cakes  18. 

MEAT 


There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough 
of  Leominster. 

Meat  Inspection  (Public  Abattoir)  -  Centralized  slaughtering 
under  the  Ministry  of  Food  Scheme  of  Control  operated  to  the 
30th  June.  From  the  1st  July,  slaughtering  arrangements  at  the 
abattoir  have  been  conducted  by  the  Leominster  Butchers  Abattoir 
Company  on  behalf  of  the  Leominster  Borough  Butchers  and  others 
in  districts  outside  the  Borough  of  Leominster.  Inspection  is 
carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  a  qualified  Meat 
Inspector. 
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The  undermentioned 

were 

slaughter 

ed  and  inspected  during 

the  year  : 

CATTLE 

LAMBS 

excluding  cows 

cows 

PIGS 

SHEEP 

CALVES  TOTAL 

1,089 

130 

2,200 

5,470 

291  9,180 

The  figures  are  inclusive  of  the  following  dressed  or  partly 
dressed  carcases  received:- 

10  pigs.  10  sheep.  2  calves. 

Diseased  Meat  Discovered  and  dealt  with:— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 


Beasts 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

13 

23 

75 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

141 

109 

168 

5 

Percentage  of  number  affected 
with  diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

12.6$ 

6$ 

4-4?° 

4-5f« 

Tuberculosis  Only 

3easts 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

- 

- 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

18 

17 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  number  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

1-7 1° 

0.7$ 

- 

- 

Weight  of  diseased  meat  dealt 

with  10,499- 

3,573- 

3,694- 

619  lbs 

TOTAL:  8  tons, 

4  cwts.  and 

17  lbs 

• 

The  percentage  figures  show  the  proportion  of  food  animals 
found  diseased. 


METHOD  OF  MEAT  INSPECTION  -  In  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Food  Memorandum  3/  Meat. 

ABATTOIR 

Built  in  1877.  The  layout  and  general  facilities  are  not 
of  suitable  standard. 

ANTE-MORTEM  and_ POST-MORTEM  INSPECTIONS 

Inspection  of  all  carcases  is  carried  out  several  times 
daily,  including  evenings  and  week-ends.  Ante-mortem  inspections 
before  slaughter,  or  post-mortem  at  the  time  of  slaughter  cannot 
on  every  occasion  be  carried  out  owing  to  other  duties  of 
inspector. 
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PREVALEN CL  OF  INFEC T IOUS  DIS EASE. 

ANALYSES  OF_  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Disease  j  Age  of  Patient 


. 

0-1 

1-2 

,  „ 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15—24! 25  & 

j  Over 

Unknown!  TOTAI 

!  1 

_ L  __  ■. 

Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

13 

19 

4 

- 

3 

■ 

60 

Measles 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

2 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 
( Infective) 

_ 

- 

• 

" 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis 

(Re  spiratory) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

6 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

At  the  end  of  1954  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the 
names  of  thirty- three  males  and  twenty-nine  females  who  normally 
reside  within  the  district. 

During  the  year  six  new  cases  were  notified,  all  on  account 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis;  and  one  case  moved  to  the  district 
from  another  district. 

During  the  same  period  two  persons  recovered  and  one  left 
the  district. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946, _ Section  26 . 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were  treated  during 
the  year  :- 


Purpose  of  Age  at  date  of  immunisation  or  vaccination. 
Injection.  \  ■  1  I  "  j  r  j 


Reinforcing 
Injections . 


Under  1  ,  2,314 

1  yr.  j  yr.  yrs.j  yrs. 1  yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10-14 

yrs. 

15  & 
Over 

Total 

Immunisation; 

against  j  29  ;  22  :  4 

Diphtheria 

i 

j 

3  !  2 

28 

88 

129 

• 

Immunisation;  ‘ 

against  j  17  ,  17  3 

Whooping  | 

Cough  j 

. .  "T . 

2  i  - 

j 

i 

_ 

39 

i 

1 

Vaccination  1 

against  j  38  i  2  ;  2 

- !  - 

2 

1 

55  11 

Smallpox 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  a  County  Council  responsibili t 
and  the  figures  given  above  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CAUSES  OF  UEAZ-:_  (all  .ages) 


Disease 

Males j 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

! 

j 

2. 

i 

Tuberculosis,  other  .  ... 

I 

3- 

1 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

- 

4- 

Diphtheria  .  j 

- 

5. 

| 

Whooping  Cough  . 

j 

6. 

meningococcal  infections  ...  ... 

-  j 

7- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

- 

j 

8. 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

i 

l 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

! 

" 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  ... 

i 

i 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

■2 

y 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

~  i 

[ 

13- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ..  .  . 

i 

14. 

Other  malignant  4  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

j 

16. 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

i 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

11  ! 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

9 

e- 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  . 

11 

-1  1 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ... 

3 

22. 

Influenza  . 

! 

23. 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  • • •  • • • 

1 

24. 

Bronchitis  .  ... 

- 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasis  of  prostate  ...  ... 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . 

_ 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

A 

4 

33- 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

34. 

All  other  accidents  .  ... 

_ 

33- 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ... 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

_ 

All  causes 


